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been turned into vegetable gardens, and this is the only
neat-looking bit of ground in the place. The Taotfai?s
Yamen is half in ruins7 and poverty, decay, and neglect
are seen at every turn, Ping-liang is, however, an im-
portant market-town, and in the eastern suburbs are
many well-stocked shops,1
To the west of Ping-liang we entered a narrow valley
bordered by low hills of sandstone and shale, the ground
covered with brush, with here and there a small farm-
house or two, around which pheasants were disputing
with the domestic fowls the possession of stray grains of
wheat on the threshing floors. We ascended impercep-
tibly till we reached Wa-ting kuan,3 a small but important
place built on a rocky ledge at the junction of the road
to Ku-yuan Chou with the highway. From this point
the road rapidly ascended, the latter part of it being very
steep, although showing remarkable engineering skill in
its construction, till we reached the top of another Liup'an
shan (altitude 9358 feet),3 in a range trending northeast
and southwest; and after a rapid descent over a good road
we arrived at Lung-te Hsien, as miserable a town as any I
had yet seen.
The poverty of the people throughout all this part of
Kan-su, is painfully visible* The villages are composed
solely of dingy, mud hovels, not over twelve feet square,
i A very "bad road goes from Ping-    water-pipe tobacco. We passed daily
liang to Han-chung in west Shen-hsi    about one hundred camel loads (266
by way of Feng-hsiang  Fu,  from    pounds to a camel), and twenty-five
which place a good road leads to Hsi-    carts, each carrying   1500  pounds,
an Fu.                                                  The range in which is this Liu pyan
SKreitner's Ooting-ye.                      shan does not, as Colonel Bell thinks,
^ Colonel Bell, "Proc. Eoyal Geo.     constitute the watershed of theYellow
Society," XII, 66, gives its altitude as    and Wei Rivers; for the E'u-shui ho,
8700 feet, and Kreitner, who   calls    which flows by Ching-ning, 30 miles
it Lo pan san, 2606 meters.   Nearly    farther west, empties into the Wei.
all  the   traffic   seen   on  the  road    The watershed is crossed 3 miles to
was going eastward and consisted of     the west of T7ai-p'ing tien.             :